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there which bred a firm determination to assassinate Aus-
trian officials. It is significant that it was directly after
being trained in Serbia by one of the officers of the later
"Black Hand" group that Bogdan Zherajitch came to Sara-
jevo to assassinate the Governor of Bosnia in 1910. It was
directly after a visit to Belgrade where he received a bomb
from a Serbian major and a Browning revolver from a com-
rade, that Lukas Jukitch used this revolver to shoot the
Commissioner of Croatia in 1912. Similarly Princip, Cha-
brinovitch and Grabezh had come straight from Belgrade
with the firm determination to execute the plot prepared
there.
But the resident youths who were recruited by Hitch
in Sarajevo and who had not been in Belgrade were a less
robust sort of conspirators. Mr, Seton-Watson ascribes
much importance to this Sarajevo group, in his effort to
emphasize the Bosnian, and to minimize the Serbian, as-
pects of the plot But he is in error, as has been pointed
out above, in saying that the Sarajevo recruits were already
being armed by Hitch while Princip and his two compan-
ions were still in Belgrade. They had no arms until the
Belgrade conspirators brought them.30
Hitch himself appears to have lost his nerve, and
to have advised abandoning the attempt. He asserted at
the trial that he had tried to dissuade the Belgrade con-
spirators from carrying out their purpose. If his assertion
stood alone and unsupported, one might well discount it as a
fiction intended to exculpate himself. But it is confirmed
30 See above, p. 107 ff. Nor can one accept his view that "the entire
initiative came from Bosnia" and that the murder would have been com-
mitted anyway even without the bombs brought from Belgrade, because,
"after all, it was a 'Browning' that did the mischief, and there were plenty
of Brownings available without importing them from Serbia" (Sarajevo.
p. 147). All the evidence at the trial shows that the youths had no money
with which to buy revolvers, that Brownings were very difficult to get
in Bosnia, and that Hitch had planned to go to Serbia as the only place
where he could secure them (c/. Pharos, pp. 9f., 19, 23 f., 47 f., 61).

